UNITED IN UNDERSTANDING

THIS year marks the launch of a major teaching resource for The Salvation
Army. Under the title One Army, it is designed to unite Salvationists
worldwide and help others understand its mission and message in clear,
global terms. The potential for positive impact is huge and lasting.

All the World talks to Commissioner Robert Street, who has been

given the task of devising and producing the material.

All the World: Why One Army?
Commissioner Robert Street: In recent
years The Salvation Army has moved
into more and more countries — usually
by request or because Salvationists have
moved country and taken ‘the Army’
with them. It is now in more than 125
countries — and growing. As it expands
it is crucial that it stays united, grows
authentically and continues to be what it
was always meant to be.

Which is?
An expression of the one Church
Universal, showing the heart and
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love of God! Its motto throughout the
years, ‘Heart to God and hand to mar’,
puts what Jesus called the two great
commandments into action — ‘Love the
Lord your God with all your heart, mind,
soul and strength, and your neighbour as
yourself’. If the Army keeps doing that, it
won’t go far wrong.

So how will the teaching help?
One Army looks not only at what we
were called to be, but also at what we
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are meant to do and the way in which we
should do it. It's designed for all cultures
and ages. It gets to the heart of who we
are in simple, clear, uncomplicated ways
and invites participation.

How does it do this?

First, there’s the main script, accompanied
by discussion points, Bible references and
prayer subjects. The level of discussion
can be adjusted according to the group.

To help with this, additional material pp

‘It gets to the
heart of who
weare in
simple, clear,
uncomplicated
ways and
Invites
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is being supplied on our One Army
website, salvationarmy.org/onearmy,
including worship ideas, extracts from
Army books and publications, as well as
recommending other books and resources
on specific topics. The resources will
expand as more people interact. There
is also a Leader’s Manual giving ideas
for people to study together. Some ideas
will suit one culture while others will
suit another.

Catering for all cultures must

have its challenges.

It does. There are two things that help
in this respect. Each booklet — and there
will be 13 of them when the resource is
completed — has an ‘In Culture’ feature,
in which people describe what it is like
to serve Jesus in their own culture, giving
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w One life - it s the same for all of us. We are each given one life - just one. e
But there the similarity ends, because no two lives are the same. Each of us is unique - TEResE
even identical twins have different personalities. We develop our own ips and
skills. We make choices that determine how our lives will unfold. Also, we are open to the ~ YOUTH
unknown’ - things that happen to us. We cannot choose how others will react to us, or o

select how many welcome or unwelcome circumstances may come into our lives. These things affect us
all as individuals - and we react in different ways.
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Download the accompanying booklet
Join the discussion
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insights into their world. Questions
at the conclusion of this section offer
opportunities for comparison between
your own culture and the one described.
In this way we learn about others
while also being helped to understand
ourselves better. The other plus is that
| have been blessed to see the Army at
work in 50 of its 126 countries. | know
many of the cultures for which we are
writing, and what can hinder or help
in understanding. If those who use
One Army really want to broaden their
horizons and understanding, they will
find the cultural aspect illuminating —
and challenging.

You mentioned 13 booklets ...

Yes. They are written to follow the book
title. The introductory booklet is called
‘One Life’, then the others follow: ‘One
Army —In Calling’, ‘... In Covenant’, “... In
Christ’, “... In Truth’, “... In Purpose’, ‘... In
Prayer’, “... In Fellowship’, ... In Service,
‘... In Faith’, “... In Holiness’, “... In Hope’
and ‘... In Love'.

Are they all being released

at the same time?

No. We are launching the first four now.
Each booklet is designed to be studied
in five or six sessions. The next three to
be published — ‘One Army — In Truth, ‘...

‘The material can be used in cell groups, Bible studies,
Sunday and weeknight meetings, and by individuals'’

In Purpose’ and ‘... In Prayer’ — will be
available by July, well before they should
be needed. The following two groups of
booklets will be released near the end of
2014 and in the first part of 2015. And
throughout this time the website will be
interactive and growing in resources.

Can you tell us more about
the website?

Every booklet will appear on the website
as it is published. The first four are there
now. Each booklet also has a youth
version. In the printed copies, the youth
version opens at the back of the booklet
as if it is a book in its own right. It is based
on the main script, but has its own ideas
that will unite young Salvationists and
friends round the world. It provides a
way for young people to share faith and
questions with each other. Young people
will play a great part in helping the Army
develop. We have also made films.

Films?

Each of the 13 booklets has its own
corresponding film. We produce them
as DVDs and the films are also on the
website. The DVDs are being launched
with four and then eight-language
subtitles. We are currently working
towards 20 subtitle languages on the web.
It is a large undertaking that is already
producing positive contact round the
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world. It’s not difficult to get a growing
picture of the vastness of the Army when
you're engaged in producing something
to unite everyone. Our film producer has
been given quite a headache!

Translations are important

to One Army then?

Absolutely! It's vital that this is an
international resource. It comes from
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International Headquarters. The General
calls it ‘IHQ’s gift to the world’. We
have film footage from countries in

all continents. Some territories are

also printing booklets in their local
languages. Linking with them all to
achieve the best results is necessarily
time-consuming and demanding, but
working together in this way makes
One Army all the more real.

So your target audience is ...2

Every corps (Salvation Army church).
Corps are where people are.
Each one is the spiritual home of
Salvationists. It is where faith can be
learned, shared and put into practice.
The material can be used in cell groups,
Bible studies, Sunday and weeknight
meetings, and by individuals, of
course. Our leaflets — also available in

Spanish, French and
Portuguese — are aimed at
corps, but I hope and fully expect

that other centres will also want to use
One Army too.

How will you measure success?
I won’t — God will do that. But I'll be
happy if people come to understand their
faith better and know Jesus more fully. If
these things happen God will ensure he
makes and keeps us One Army.

For more details go to:

www.salvationarmy.org/onearmy

Commissioner Robert Street is Chairman
of The Salvation Army’s International
Doctrine Council
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